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• TITLE OF THE ACTIVITY: Critical thinking  through literature: the critical use 
of sources in literary studies. 
• AUTHORS: Leonardo Vilei; Marco Pioli. 
• DURATION: 20 hours (10  hours of classroom work and 10 hours  of  individual 

and group work). 
• TARGET: about 35 students of the 4th year; Bachelor in Modern Languages;  

Course: Italian Language (C1 level-CEFR) and Literature (60 hours).



GOALS:  

• to induce students to study literature with a scientific approach and to use 
bibliographic and web resources in a conscious and critical way; 

• to provide students with the tools for the analysis of literary  texts; 

• to deepen into the main authors of the 20th-century Italian canon; 

• to increase student’s communication skills , especially in the rhetorical-linguistic 
and sociocultural field; 

• to enrich students’ existential competence.



• METHODOLOGIES:  Active Learning; Learning by doing; Cooperative Learning. 

• MATERIALS:  webography and: A. Mauceri,  L'Italia raccontata. Anthology of 
Italian short stories. With linguistic commentary and educational activities 
for students of Italian language and literature, Ospedaletto-Pisa, Pacini, 
2003; Power Point presentations. 

• EVALUATION: administration of an inbound and outbound form; papers 
written by students; mutual adices; direct observation. 



DEVELOPMENT
1) Initially students must answer a questionnaire in which they are 
called to express (The same questionnaire will be submitted at the end 
of the course, with the hope of obtaining answers other than the first): 
   

1) When you search something on Google you select: 
  
a. The first result of the list      b. A result  among those on the first page   

  
c.  Scroll through several pages before selecting a result 

 

  

2) Once the information has been selected, you evaluate it reliably on the basis of:  
  

a. the author/s    b. the content    c. the medium 
 



  

3) When you start a literary search you mainly use: 

  

a. online sources     b. paper sources      
c. online and paper sources 

 

  

4) Indicate the name of the source you use most frequently when doing a literary 

search: 

  

________________________________________________________________



  

5) How do you assess the reliability of the and sources you use for your literary 

research?  

  

a. I rely on professor's judgment   b. I  trust because it's popular and i use it often 

c. I  compare them with others
  

6) Do you think that an academic work on literature can help you to evaluate other   

areas of your experience  (for example, the world of communication)with critical 

thinking? Write a short comment to explain your opinion  (about  3 lines). 

  

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

 



2)  As a warm-up and motivational activity, we will present one 
of the many «Fake News» that spread about Covid during the 
Lockdown. This activity will allow students to begin to 
consciously consider the importance of Critical Thinking in the 
evaluation of information sources. 



3)  Through the help of Anna Mauceri's book, L'Italia 
raccontata,the figure of Italo Calvino will be introduced and 
together with the students we will search the web for 
information about the author.  

4) We will proceed to read the story "Marcovaldo va al 
supermarket", taken from Calvino Marcovaldo (1963), 
anthologized Anna Mauceri 
book



5) students will have to write a report in which they will present 
Calvino and analyze the story overall, based on the contents that 
emerged in class and on further information researched 
independently. The paper will also have to contain a bibliography and 
a sitography of the sources used, with a small comment justifying why 
those resources were considered rather than others.  

6) Teachers will read and evaluate the papers and in a seminar of at 
least two hours they will discuss together with the students the results 
obtained.  

7) At this point, having acquired the students a greater degree of 
autonomy, each of them is asked to choose a tale among the 15 from 
the volume L'Italia raccontata  and to develop a work similar to that 
performed on Calvino. 



8) The papers will be shared by the students through Drive in order to promote a 

collaborative learning environment and, above all, a responsible and sensitive attitude 

to the training of classmates. Each student will then have to read and evaluate with a 

small report the work of a companion. This report will be sent to teachers.  

CONCLUSION 
  
The success of this activity dedicated to Critical Thinking will be evaluated through 
continuous observation, the quality of the final papers of the learners and, as 
anticipated, through the new answers that students will give to the questionnaire 
submitted at the beginning. In this last compilation, students are expected to receive 
more sensitive answers to the reliability of sources and a more mature evaluation of 
literary study as a training tool.  


