
Module 4 activity 1 

Vaccinations – What Role Does Social Media Play in Informing the 

Public? 

Material adapted from ©2019 Activity by Jennifer Borowicz in collaboration with Project Look 

Sharp – Ithaca College 

News sources 

➢ Niebel, Elaine. “A Letter to All Parents about Mandatory Vaccination.” Stop Mandatory 

Vaccination. 3 Mar. 2019. 

➢ Sivertson, Amory. “Infectious: Going Viral.” Audio blog post transcript. Endless Thread. 

WBUR. 17 May 2019. 

➢ Wong, Julia Carrie. “How Facebook and YouTube Help Spread Anti-Vaxxer Propaganda.” 

The Guardian. 1 Feb. 2019. 

 

Possible questions for media analysis (feel free to add questions you may find 

relevant to the topic) 

• What are the sources of information the author uses to support their claims about community 

health risks? 

• How can judging the credibility of health information help to reduce health risks? 

• What questions should you ask about the credibility of the information here? 

• What is the author’s purpose in providing this perspective about vaccinations? Give evidence 

from the document to support your answer. 

• Is this a credible source? Why or why not? 

• What role does social media play in spreading misinformation about vaccines? 

• What role can social media play in correcting misinformation about vaccines? 

• What are the messages about the role of vaccines in maintaining vital functions in the human 

body? Give evidence from the document to support your answer. 

• Which of these sources is more likely to provide credible information about scientific knowledge 

– social media posts, university research reports, international health organization statements? 

• Why might you believe one source over another in judging scientific credibility? 

Who might benefit from this and who might be harmed by it? 

• What’s your initial reaction to this? 

• How do your personal experiences with and opinions about vaccinations impact your analysis? 

• How (and why) might different people interpret this differently?  


